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----C hape I Message
September 4, 1970

THE

TAYLOR

CONCEPT

by
Mi 10 A. Rediger, President
The last chapel talk I gave last May 13, to my surprise, received so much
publicity thot now I find myself in a position of being hard to follow. College
presidents probably donlt ring the bell or hit the bull IS eye (or whatever it is that
college presidents do when they manage to get by with a speech) like that more
than once in a lifetime. Anyway, youlve probably forgotten it by now, so join
me in not expecting a repeat performance, then maybe we III both not be disappointed.
Let me just talk to you out of my heart for a few minutes, fifteen or eighteen at
the most.
Wednesday evening just preceding final exam week last May I was invited
to share in

ci

prayer hour with a group of the students in Fair/ane. We were to-

gether in one of the apartments, and after almost an hour of informal sharing of
our Christian commitments and our plans and hopes for the summer, one student
said, "You know, live enjoyed this very much and have been thrilled to discover,
here in the last week of my senior year I that you are so human and so eosy to share
with." That was a shock to me - and a jolting rebuke. What a hypocritical and
distant life I must live among you if that IS the way it is. Anyway, lid like very
much to begin in the first week of your senior I or junior, or sophomore, or freshman
year what those students and I didnlt experience or achieve unti I the end of the
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fourth year. I know we can It do this entirely on a one-to-one basis, but I want
to tryon a group basis this morning.

I may fail miserably, but 1111 try by sharing

some thoughts about the uniqueness of the Taylor concept. Our reputation as a
quality university with high academic standards is well established. Our uniqueness is in the plus of Christian in higher education.
This is a logo made up simply of the first
letters of our name. But letters come in many
different forms. Sometimes welve used the big
block-style letters, and at other times the more
delicately-formed variations of print styles. We came to dislike the erratic
departmental differences in the forms of the logo, because we felt there is value
in consistency, and that if we are to use a logo it must say something that is
unified and meaningful as a symbol of the Taylor concept.
The variations in the letter styles and combinations are dimensionally
small, but often very large in what they suggest to the reader. When we began
our effort to settle on one logo form, we became quite aware of these different
reactions.

In the Administrative Counci I there were different reactions. The

main issue with reference to this logo was that the letters are more like religious
symbols than just letters.
After considering the differences of opinion, I decided in favor of this
logo.

I, for one, am willing to stand up and be counted for the religious, the

Christian, symbolism of the letter forms as they portray the Tay lor concept.
Note: I did not say, t~e Taylor mold. It is not my purpose to force anyone into
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a mold; I would, however, challenge every individual to understand and participate
in the Taylor concept.
Let me tell you what the Taylor concept means to one man, namely, me.
The T in the Taylor logo is in the form of the Christian cross.

I donlt know

what is your understanding of the meaning of the cross as your thinking has been
influenced by home and church. To me, the cross is the greatest symbol and the
surest guarantee of God IS great love for man, for me and you. Tell me, is it bad
if this is communicated by the symbol of a 124 year-old Christian College, especially
at a time when people are really crying out for love and meaning in life?
The U in the logo, especially with its IIhandles ll extended on each side,
suggests to the serious student of the Old Testament the pot of oi I which found its
place in the furnishings of the worship centers as the holder of wick or candle for
light. Tell me, is light a bad symbol for the Christian University we strive to be?
Let me say parenthetically here that this is the grammatical and spiritual
form of the slogan out on the campus signboard; To be effectively Christian.

Last

year some tended to interpret it as a descriptive dec laration of what we think we
are. When the students erected the sign five years ago, 11m sure they knew that
the motto, which had been carried quietly on university stationery and in the
catalog, was intended to be an expression of the goal toward which we constantly
strive. If you think of it as ~ description of ourselves, forget it; if you share my
interpretation of it as a goal-expressing slogan, join me in the striving.
Even the oil symbol is quite acceptable to me. In the Old Testament oil
is the symbol of the Holy Spirit. He is the spirit of love and of power, and only
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He can oil and vitalize the movements of this organization of relationships between and among students, faculty, administration, and others.
Note a last point: the cross rises out of and rises above the oi I pot. So
the New Testament in the blood of Jesus Christ rises out of and rises above the
Old Testament signified by the blood of "bulls and of goats,

II

the animal sacrifices

offered under the terms of the old covenant. How much better is the new than
the old; how much clearer and simpler, how much cleaner and safer, yet how
much more inward and upward. A good expression of it is
"Do this, and live, the law commands,
But gives me neither feet nor hands;
A better note the gospel brings, It bids me fly, but gives me wings . II

-

and I always say that itls easier to fly if you have wings than it is to walk or
work without hands and feet.
If this is what the Christian gospel is, and if Christ is the center of the
gospel, and if the Taylor University program is Christian higher education, then
11m happy to admit it and say it through this logo, this symbol of the Taylor concept.

I only regret that my own life doesnlt portray and demonstrate it more

adequately than it does.

I sometimes feel like offering myself as the poorest ex-

ample of the very things that are my ideals and goals and commitments. But I
want to share with you, as well as this confession, that my greatest desire is to
become more like Christ and to exemplify the significance of the Taylor symbol
in my striving, our striving, to be effectively Christian.

